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Abstract

This research aims to shed light on two modern concepts in
the field of business administration in general and strategic
management and entrepreneurship in particular in a number of
private higher education institutions in Duhok Governorate, by
identifying the role of entrepreneurial networks in achieving
strategic management maturity. In light of the objective, the
problem was summarized in a set of questions: Is the
leadership of the educational institutions under study familiar
with the concept of entrepreneurial networks and strategic
management maturity? What is the nature of the relationship
and influence between entrepreneurial networks and strategic
management maturity in the educational institutions under
study? As a mechanism for this research to achieve its
objectives, two main hypotheses and a number of sub-
hypotheses were developed. The research adopted the
inductive (descriptive and analytical) approach, and data were
obtained through an electronic questionnaire and through the
(Google Form) application, as it was distributed to a random
sample of (50) people representing the administrative
leadership in the educational institutions under study, of which
(45) were retrieved, i.e. a response rate of (90%). The data
were statistically analyzed using the Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences (SPSS: V. 26). The research results showed a
significant correlation between entrepreneurial networks and
strategic management maturity at the overall level of the
responding sample, and a significant influence of
entrepreneurial networks on strategic management maturity at
the overall level of the responding sample. Finally, the
research presented a number of proposals.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial networks, strategic management
maturity (SMM), Strategic management sustainability,
Network Density, private higher education institutions.

54

and Business Education, 8(1), 58-73.

Mayanja, S., Omeke, M., Tibamwenda, J. V., Mutebi, H., &
Mufta, F. (2021). The mediating role of the novelty
ecosystem between personality traits, entrepreneurial
networks and entrepreneurial ambidexterity among small
and medium enterprises. Journal of  Global
Entrepreneurship Research, 3(11), 379-395.

Miller, J. E., & Brown, E. K. (2013). The Cambridge
dictionary of linguistics. Cambridge University Press.
Perera, G. N. R. (2015). Impact of Entrepreneurial Networks
on the Business Success of Small Enterprises. Sri Lanka

Journal of Marketing, 1(2).

Raza, S. A., Minai, M. S., Ismail, A. 1., & Zain, A. Y. M.
(2018). Entrepreneurial network towards small firm
performance through dynamic capabilities: the conceptual
perspective. Academy of Entrepreneurship Journal.

Robert J. Verborg (2016), strategic management maturity
model, “smart Performance Management Program
Continuous Improvement Plan, Nineteenth Judicial
Circuit Circuit Court of Lake County, Illinois”.

Szumowski, W., & Cyfert, S. (2018). A Model for evaluating
strategic maturity of the local government. Management,
22(2).

Witek-Crabb, A. (2016). Maturity of strategic management in
organizations. Oeconomia Copernicana, 7(4), 669-682.

Yu, W., Choi, M., & Zheng, J. (2021). How do different types
of entrepreneurial networks and decision-making
influence  the  identification of  entreprenecurial
opportunities? Frontiers in Psychology, 12, 683285

Yu, W., Dai, S., Liu, F., & Yang, Y. (2023). Matching
disruptive  innovation paths with entreprenecurial
networks: A new perspective on startups’ growth with
Chinese evidence. Asian Business & Management, 22(3),
878-902.

10.24086/cuejhss.von2y2025.pp41-54



